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GLOSSARY OF TERMS 
 

AAP Area Action Plan Provides a statutory planning framework for an 
area of change  

AH Affordable Housing A wide variety of types and tenures of housing 
where the common feature is that it is 
subsidised in some way to make it affordable to 
those who cannot afford a home on the open 
market 

AOD Above Ordnance Datum The Ordnance Datum is the mean sea level at 
Newlyn in Cornwall calculated between 1915 
and 1921, taken as a reference point for the 
height data on Ordnance Survey maps. 

BAP Biodiversity Action Plan Encouraging a wide range of fauna and flora in 
a locality 

BIS Bus Information Strategy Part of the Local Transport Plan  
 Cambridgeshire and 

Peterborough Structure Plan  
Statutory plan that sets out broad development 
requirements in the County to 2016 (Prepared 
by the County Council) 

 Car Pooling Shared use of a car(s) by a group of people 
CHP Combined Heat and Power Using waste heat from power stations to heat 

nearby houses 
 Country Park An area of countryside which is landscaped and 

managed for informal recreation and includes 
some visitor facilities such as car parking, toilets 
and interpretation centre 

CPZ Controlled Parking Zone An area in which special parking controls are 
applied 

 Community Strategy Strategy for promoting the economic, 
environmental and social well-being of the area 
and contributing to the achievement of District 
Wide sustainable development  

CS Core Strategy An element of planning policy within the LDF 
CSR Cambridge Sub-Region Comprises Cambridge, South Cambridgeshire 

and the Market Towns  
DPD Development Plan Document Statutory document having been through 

Independent Examination  
dph Dwellings per hectare At least 30 in most circumstances, as required 

by PPG3: Housing, RPG 6 and Structure Plan 
EA Environment Agency  
EEDA East of England Development 

Agency 
 

EERA East of England Regional 
Assembly 

 
EIA Environmental Impact 

Assessment 
Considers the potential environmental effects of 
land use change, enabling decisions on land 
use change to be taken with full knowledge of 
the likely environmental consequences 

EiP Examination in Public Inquiry led by an independent Planning 
Inspector into proposals for and objections to 
LDDs 

GADG Growth Area Delivery Grant Infrastructure funding 
GHG Greenhouse Gases Carbon Dioxide and other emissions, causing 
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global warming 
GO-
East 

Government Office for the 
Eastern Region 

 
GPDO General Permitted 

Development Order 
Provides permitted development rights which 
allow certain types of development to proceed 
without the need for a planning application 

GQPT Good Quality Public 
Transport 

A bus or train at least every 30 minutes 
 Green Corridor Areas of open land which penetrate into an 

urban area for amenity and recreation 
 Green Separation The area of open land required to keep apart 

two separate communities and maintain their 
individual identities 

 Greywater The mildly polluted wastewater from shower / 
bath, washbasin and washing machine  

HNS Housing Needs Survey Assessment of housing needs across the whole 
district 

HQPT High Quality Public Transport A bus or train at least every 10-15 minutes 
 Infrastructure Partnership Responsible for co-ordination of the delivery of 

housing and infrastructure across the 
Cambridge Sub-Region  

 Key Workers Typically employed in key public services, such 
as nurses, teachers and police 

LAP Local Area for Play  
LCA Landscape Character 

Assessment 
Assessment of the landscapes, wildlife and 
natural features into distinct character areas  

LDD Local Development 
Document 

Development Plan Documents (DPDs) and 
Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs)  

LDF Local Development 
Framework 

A “folder” containing LDDs, LDS, SCI etc.  
LDS Local Development Schedule Sets out the LDDs to be produced over the next 

3 years 
LEAP Local Equipped Area for Play  
LPA Local Planning Authority e.g. South Cambridgeshire District Council 
LSP Local Strategic Partnership Public service providers, local communities, 

voluntary, public and private sectors co-ordinate 
improvements in public services to achieve 
sustainable economic, social and physical 
regeneration 

LTP Local Transport Plan Sets out transport strategy for Cambridgeshire 
 Masterplan Strategic & Local Masterplans 
MOD Ministry of Defence  
MUGA Multi-Use Games Area  
NEAP Neighbourhood Equipped 

Area for Play 
 

NNR National Nature Reserve Protect the important areas of wildlife habitat 
and geological formations  

PENs Previously Established New 
Settlements 

e.g. Bar Hill 
 Parish Plan A vision of how a town or village should be, 

addressing social, economic or environmental 
issues 

PPG Planning Policy Guidance National planning guidance 
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PPS Planning Policy Statement New form of national planning guidance 
replacing PPGs 

PV Photovoltaic Energy Solar energy from photovoltaic cells 
PVAA Protected Village Amenity 

Area 
Open land protected for its contribution to the 
character of the village 

RPG Regional Planning Guidance Planning guidance for the region (See RSS) 
RSS Regional Spatial Strategy New name for RPG 
RTBI Real Time Bus Information  A display in the bus shelter showing how long 

until the next bus arrives 
RWH Rainwater Harvesting Using rainwater for flushing toilets, etc. 
SA Sustainability Appraisal An appraisal against sustainability criteria of 

proposals for LDDs by independent consultants 
SAP Standard Assessment 

Procedure 
Assessment procedure for energy rating of 
dwellings  

SCI Statement of Community 
Involvement 

Shows how the wider community and 
stakeholders will be involved in the process of 
producing a LDF 

 Sustainable Development Development that meets the needs of the 
present, without compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet their own needs 

SEA Strategic Environmental 
Assessment 

Integration of environmental considerations into 
the preparation and adoption of plans, 
promoting sustainable development 

 Section 106 and Section 46 
(S46 is the new name for 
S106 in the new Planning 
Bill) 

Planning agreements that secure contributions 
(in cash or in kind) to the infrastructure and 
services necessary to facilitate proposed 
developments 

SIP Space for Imaginative Play  
SOS Strategic Open Space Public Open Space of more than local 

significance such as Country Parks 
SPD Supplementary Planning 

Document  
Informal policy which has been the subject of 
public participation (the new name for SPG) 

SPG Supplementary Planning 
Guidance 

See SPD 

SSSI Site of Special Scientific 
Interest 

Designated site of national importance to 
wildlife and/or geology 

STW Sewage Treatment Works  
SUDS Sustainable Urban Drainage 

Systems 
May take the form of swales, lagoons, 
permeable paving, green roofs and sensitively 
re-engineered channels or reed beds 

TA Transport Assessment Assessment of the expected additional traffic 
generation (all modes) for new development 

TP Travel Plan Plan setting out a series of measures to 
encourage the use of modes other than the 
private car 

UCS Urban Capacity Study Assessment of vacant land within built-up areas 
which could be developed 

VDS Village Design Statement Produced by communities to show what kind of 
development they want as part of their 
settlement 

 


